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Top Five Summer Parasite Control Questions

Dr. Frank Hurtig, director, Merial Veterinary Services, answers five questions producers might be asking about summer parasite control. 

1. Do beef producers need to treat their cattle for parasites in the summer?
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Yes, all cattle producers, regardless of location, should consider a summer parasite control treatment. By treating cattle for parasites in the summer, producers help cattle make the most out of the summer grazing season and help clean up parasite loads on pastures. Research has shown that a summer treatment with an IVOMEC® Brand Product results in higher weaning weights and improved reproductive performance.1 
In both the North and the South, a summer parasite treatment should target Ostertagia, or the brown stomach worm. This parasite is considered the most economically important parasite in beef cattle.1 By treating both cows and calves this summer with an IVOMEC Brand Product, producers can help give their cattle and profits a boost come fall. 

2. Why is the brown stomach worm so costly?
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The effect of the brown stomach worm depends on how many larvae the cattle pick up. As cattle get progressively more infected, clinical signs will vary from decreased appetite to clinical disease, which can result in profuse diarrhea, rapid weight loss, bottle jaw, increased mortality, anemia or just generally poor condition.2 Producers can help prevent this damage by treating cattle with an IVOMEC Brand Product in the summer. One study showed that cows treated with IVOMEC 1% Injection in mid-July gained 23 pounds more than cows not treated and had an increased body condition score of about one quarter of a unit. Calves that received IVOMEC 1% Injection gained 21 pounds more than the calves not treated.1 The advantage in the cows’ weight and body condition score from a summer treatment will likely result in an increase in reproductive performance.1 

3. Does the brown stomach worm affect cattle the same way in all locations and geographies?
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No, the brown stomach worm does not complete its life cycle the same in different geographies. In fact, in Northern climates, the brown stomach worm is hard at work multiplying, contaminating pastures and growing inside cattle all summer — causing havoc throughout the season.2 In Northern states, pasture contamination of the brown stomach worm larvae increases dramatically beginning in midsummer and continues through late summer and into the fall.2 This also is the time of year when young cattle in the North are most susceptible to parasites.2 Producers in the North can help protect cattle from the costly effects of this parasite by using an IVOMEC Brand Product this summer when parasite levels are at their peak in cattle and on pastures.  
In Southern states, the brown stomach worm larvae go into a stage of arrested development during the hot, dry months, waiting for favorable conditions when they emerge and leave their mark on cattle and profits.2 If producers treat cattle with an IVOMEC Brand Product in the summer, while the larvae are in arrested development, producers can help protect cattle from this costly parasite before it causes irreversible damage to the animal’s abomasum. A summer parasite treatment also helps prevent future pasture contamination and damage to cattle. 

4. Does drought take parasites out of the picture?
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No. During drought conditions, the grass is shorter forcing cattle to graze closer to the ground and closer to dung pats. Also, cattle are likely to have a minimal diet during drought, likely lowering their ability to tolerate parasites. Producers can’t control the weather, but they can help cattle get the most out of the summer grazing season by treating them with an IVOMEC Brand Product.

5. Why should producers use an IVOMEC Brand Product for their summer treatment?
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Parasite control has been proven to have the greatest effect of any pharmaceutical technology on cow/calf and stocker producers’ bottom line.3 And, a summer treatment has been shown to increase weaning weights and improve reproductive performance.1 However, a parasite control program is only as effective as the timing of the application and the quality of the product used. Producers can trust IVOMEC Brand Products because they are backed by the Merial 100% Product Satisfaction Guarantee. This means that producers’ summer parasite treatment is protected no matter what. 
If producers would like more information, they can contact their veterinarian or local Merial territory manager, visit www.IVOMEC.com or call 1-888-MERIAL-1.

###
IVOMEC Plus (ivermectin/clorsulon): Do not treat cattle within 49 days of slaughter. Do not use in dairy cattle of breeding age or in veal calves. IVOMEC (ivermectin) Pour-On: Do not treat cattle within 48 days of slaughter. Do not use in dairy cattle of breeding age or in veal calves. IVOMEC 1% Injection for Cattle and Swine: Do not treat cattle within 35 days of slaughter. Do not use in dairy cattle of breeding age or in veal calves. Do not treat swine within 18 days of slaughter. IVOMEC EPRINEX® (eprinomectin) Pour-On for Beef and Dairy: No meat or milk withdrawal is required when used according to label. All IVOMEC Brand Products: Do not use in other animal species not on the label as severe adverse reactions, including fatalities in dogs, may result.
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